USL Staff Reports to the State Board

April-May 7, 2007

Director’s Report Summary - Donna Jones Morris

Award: Utah Kids Ready to Read project will receive the 2007 Utah Library Association Special Services to Libraries Award. Please join me in congratulating Douglas Abrams-Chair, Jeri Openshaw and Juan Lee committee members and the committee members from Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County and Provo. ULA website says, “This energetic committee has opened the minds of the very young throughout our state to the possibilities of the written and spoken word, with the hope that they will begin school ‘ready to read’!”
Federal Accountability: Dorothy Horan, ULA President-Elect, Kimberly Bray, ULA Legislative Committee Chair and I attended the National Library Legislative Day.  We consulted with and provided detailed LSTA accountability reports to Senators Hatch and Bennett, and to Congressman Cannon and Matheson, as well as to Gordon Larsen, Legislative Assistant to Congressman Bishop.  
LSTA Question: At the last State Board meeting I said that I would find out if there are specific IMLS regulations of funding.  I ask Rose Frost, USL LSTA Officer about how LSTA can be utilized and she consulted with Michele Farrell, IMLS Officer.  Rose reported, “USL has total control over our LSTA dollars.  Legally, IMLS cannot tell state agencies how to spend the money.  When LSTA was reauthorized in the late 90’s, the law stated that LSTA funds CAN go to all types of libraries.  State libraries have obviously interpreted this differently.  USL would have to justify WHY we exclude a specific type of library from competitive grant process.  Our five year plan dictates what we fund with our LSTA dollars.”  

 April 2007 

· Attended Info Fair at Eccles Health Library

· Toured and consulted with Ronald Fuller and Rita Reusch at the S.J. Quinney Law Library

· Peggy Igams at Eagle 101.5 interview regarding blind and other library services - 15 - minute live interview 
· ULA Board Meeting

· Talked to Multi-State Meeting attendees

· Talked to Bookmobile Meeting attendees

· LSTA Meeting on new Five Year Plan
May 2007 
· National Library Legislative Day in Washington DC with two Utah Library Association representatives 
· Chief Officers of State Library Agencies in Washington DC

Administrative staff were involved and participated in all the special activities throughout the remainder of this report.  
Staff Reports

Blind and Disabled Program - Bessie Oakes
The library held the Volunteer Dinner to honor volunteers on April 12, 2007.  This year the event was a luncheon at the State Library.  Along with the volunteers for their year of service, three organizations, KBYU Public Radio (30 years), Weber County Library (25 years) and the Utah Department of Corrections (20 years) were also honored for their partnership in the programs for the Library for the Blind.

The Multistate Center West hosted the National Library Service Multistate Director’s meeting on April 24 and 25.  Policy and procedures changes were part of the discussion for this group.  

Bessie Oakes and Scott Brooks will be attending the Western Conference for the Libraries for the Blind Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona on May 14 thru 18.  This year the Western Conference and the Midland Conference will be having a joint conference.  The program will focus on digitization and the local production of recordings.

Marketing and Public Relations - Jeri Openshaw

Utah Kids Ready to Read: Met with the UKRTR Committee and Laura Hunter from KUEN.  She is interested in incorporating the UKRTR program into UEN programming and training.  I will work with Carla Morris and Jennifer Faye to write a PSA.

Library for the Blind and Disabled: Developed new Radio Reading Service Radio PSA which is airing on the Eagle 101.5 for the next three months. Conducted new half-hour interview segments for the “Radio Waves-Making Connections for Utah’s Blind and Disabled Community” radio program on the Radio Reading Service. Mrs. Huntman’s PSA on the talking book on an air schedule on FOX KSTU 13 continues to run through May.  

National Library Legislative Day: Prepared USL information packets for US Senators and Congressmen to be distributed by Donna, Kimberly Bray and Dorothy Horan during National Library Legislative Day. 

Utah Library Association: Developing poster session presentations for Utah Kids Ready to Read and CSLP Summer Reading program for Utah Library Association (ULA) Conference on May 17 and 18 in Provo

LSTA: Prepared LSTA News Release and distributed it to over 70 media outlets in Utah.
Governor’s Literacy Commission: Working with Commission on a USL partnership on many projects including the Summer Reading Program Pre-designed Summer Reading Calendar – Juan Lee translated into Spanish.  Working with McDonald’s to develop tray liners promoting Summer Reading to be distributed to every McDonald’s in Utah. Mrs. Huntsman recorded a tag for two PSA’s that will be aired on all TV stations beginning end of May.

Library Development Program - Douglas Abrams

With the approval of the State Library Board, the Utah LSTA Five-Year Plan, 2003-2007, Evaluation Report was transmitted to the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) on March 29.  The Utah LSTA Advisory Council has reviewed the new LSTA Five-Year Plan, 2008-2012, which now awaits the review and approval by the State Library Board prior to its submission to IMLS by June 30, 2007.  

USL consultants have prepared and scheduled a series of regional workshops on strategic planning for public libraries, the first of which was presented in Ephraim on May 2.  The workshops will be presented in three different regions throughout the summer.

USL consultants have worked with public librarians statewide to complete the formal inventory of information technology resources at each library through Web Junction’s Tech Atlas, as required to qualify as an applicant for the “Opportunity Online” grants to be offered by the Gates Foundation in 2007-2009.
Library Resources Program - Craig Neilson
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Bookmobile Services:  The annual bookmobile workshop was held at the State Library in April. State Library Bookmobile staff from around the state attended this two-day marathon of information and entertainment. Doug Livsey, Bookmobile Supervisor was host of the event, filling in for injured K C Benedict, who is now recovering and back at work.  The annual workshop is an opportunity to connect with far a field staff and update them on the latest initiatives and bureaucratic requirements.

Government Information: Ray Matthews and Linda Roholt attended a “Best Practices” workshop in Arizona dealing with archiving and accessing government information. Ray presented a demonstration of “faceted browsing”. The USL State Publications digital library is now available at http://publications.utah.gov.  This is more of a demo than a completed website, but it does contain the basic elements involved in providing such a service. 

Continuing Education:  Colleen Eggett has been working with members of Douglas Abram’s staff to present Strategic Planning Training for public libraries. This extensive training is only beginning, and represents a new dimension to USL’s involvement in this area. 

Congratulations are in order for Douglas Abrams – he (and Jeri Openshaw and Juan Lee and others from public libraries) will be receiving yet another ULA award at this year’s convention for his (their) work on the Utah Kids Ready to Read project.  

Public Pioneer:  I may have mentioned this last time, but we plan on extending the NetLibrary Downloadable Audiobooks Service for another year. This means that the entire state has access to a collection of around 1300 popular titles for downloading to their mp3 players.

Finance/USL Budget - Bela Vastag
No report -current information distributed at March 28th meeting
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