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UTAH LIBRARY TRUSTEE RESOURCES

“As trustees of libraries, we have been entrusted with the noblest task of all - to preserve, strengthen, and promote the growth and use of our community’s libraries. We must maintain the heritage that libraries hold for the future good of our society. The library for which we work today will long outlive us and will provide inspiration and encouragement for generations to come.  As the Information Age progresses, libraries are more than ever important to the maintenance of civilization as we know it and as we wish it to be.”

(Jane Bellon, Illinois Trustee Facts File, 1997 edition, p.1)

Message to Trustees from the Utah State Librarian, Donna Jones Morris

http://library.utah.gov/documents/trustee_manual_welcome.pdf


TRUSTEE MANUAL:  

The Utah Public Library Trustee Manual is your best source of information for an overall broad coverage of answers to basic questions most trustees have about their duties and responsibilities.  It is intended to help Utah library trustees answer the basic questions everyone has after appointment:

· As a trustee, what do I need to do?

· How do I do it?

· What are other trustees doing?

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/trustee_manual/index.htm 



LIBRARY LAWS:  

Utah Library Laws FY2006 (Sections of numerous Utah Codes relevant to public libraries. Includes topics such as: authorization and requirements for State, county and city libraries,  public library employee benefits, library bonds, alcohol & libraries, open meetings, tax exempt status of libraries, privacy of records, governmental immunity, code of ethics, theft from libraries, etc.)

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/laws/documents/UtahLibraryLawsAndRules2006.doc
Federal & State Library Related Legislation - 2007 

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/laws/index.htm

Recent Significant Legislation:

Federal Legislation - H.R. 1120 - Deleting Online Predators Act of 2007

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-1120
(To require recipients of universal service support for schools and libraries to protect minors from commercial social networking websites and chat rooms.)

Utah Legislation - H.B. 333 - Materials Harmful to Minors

http://le.utah.gov/%7E2007/htmdoc/hbillhtm/HB0333.htm
(Modifies criminal provisions related to materials harmful to minors.)

City Libraries and Boards (Section 9-7-401, UCA)
http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/laws/City9-7-401.htm
County Libraries and Boards (Section 9-7-501, UCA)
http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/laws/County9-7-501.htm
Governmental Immunity Act (Title 63 - Chapter 30d, UCA)

http://www.le.state.ut.us/~code/TITLE63/63_10.htm
Open and Public Meetings Act (Title 52 - Chapter 04, UCA)

http://www.le.state.ut.us/~code/TITLE52/52_04.htm
Utah Library Association Legislative Committee

http://www.ula.org/organization/committees/legislation/legislat.htm


TRUSTEE DUTIES / RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Utah Public Library Trustee Manual - 2007  

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/trustee_manual/table_of_contents.htm 
Advocacy and Public Relations 

http://library.utah.gov/documents/tips_for_advocacy_lobbying.pdf
Toolkit for Planning and Building Public Libraries

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/toolkit/index.htm
Library Facility Maintenance Requirements

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/trustee_manual/legal_responsibilities.htm
Library Facility Maintenance Guidelines

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/trustee_manual/Typical Library Maint Reqmnts.htm
21st Century Utah Library Needs Assessment (2002 Study - Executive Summary)

http://library.utah.gov/documents/Executive_Summary_Final.pdf
Moore, M. Y. (2005) The Successful Library Trustee Handbook. Association for Library Trustees and Advocates. Chicago: American Library Association.   http://library.utah.gov/library_services/continuing_education/professional_reading.htm


TRUSTEE / BOARD REQUIREMENTS:

Utah Public Library Certification Standards 
http://library.utah.gov/library_services/documents/Standards2007.pdf
(Utah public libraries are evaluated by the State Library according to a set of legal requirements and professional practices.  Only certified public libraries are eligible for Public Library Development Grants, which is an annual allocation from the Utah State Legislature, and are eligible to apply for federal grants, such as LSTA and E-Rate discounts. Certified public libraries receive the full range of support services from the State Library and personnel from certified libraries are given preference in training and continuing education programs.  If a volunteer library wishes to become certified, the library must first meet all the standards required for legal governance and public funding. The State Library can provide a consultant to work with non-certified libraries.) 

Library Annual Report (Tools for compiling this required report)
http://library.utah.gov/library_services/statistics/index.htm
Library Annual Report Statistics - Bibliostat Connect  
http://connect.informata.com/  (Compare Utah communities' library data)
Internet and Online Access Policy (Sections 9-7-215 & 216, UCA)

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/laws/internet_policy_review/index.htm
Long Range Strategic Planning

http://library.utah.gov/grants_funding/documents/Body.doc
Library Technology Plan (Recommended elements that may also be used to qualify as an approved Technology Plan for a Universal Service Fund Discount)
NOTE: E-Rate (Telecommunications Act of 1996) Schools and libraries can receive from 20% to 90% discounts or reimbursements for telecommunication service including basic phone service, long distance service, data lines, and video line; internet access; and internal connections. Public libraries and library systems are eligible for discounts. $2.25 billion dollars are available annually nationwide.  

http://library.utah.gov/grants_funding/lsta/library_technology_plans.htm


TRUSTEE TRAINING: 

Trustee / Board Orientation

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/trustee_training/board_orientation.htm
Utah and National Library News

http://rss.dced.utah.gov/ee/index.php/library_libnews/index/
Directions for Utah Libraries Newsletter

http://rss.dced.utah.gov/ee/index.php/library_directions/index/
Utah State Library Forums (online discussions of issues)

http://library.utah.gov/webboard/
Trustee Enrichment Course (Utah State Library Internet-based distance education course)

http://library.utah.gov/moodle/


FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES:

Utah Friends of Libraries

http://library.utah.gov/librarian_resources/trustee_manual/friends_foundations.htm
Friends of Libraries USA

http://www.folusa.com/
Volunteer Legal Handbook

http://www.iciclesoftware.com/vlh7/
Dolnick, S. (2005) The Essential Friends of Libraries: Fast facts, forms, and tips. Chicago: American Library Association. Supplemental CD-ROM.  

http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=1433


STATE LIBRARY ASSISTANCE:

For additional assistance or questions, contact;

the State Library staff, http://library.utah.gov/about/staff.htm
or your library’s State Library Consultant http://library.utah.gov/library_services/consulting/index.htm
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